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If you find your name in this issue as 
follows (WIN* your name, your account 
number), please contact Southeast Colo-
rado Power Association at 719-384-2551 or 
800-332-8634 to receive a credit on your 
next power bill. Last 
month’s winner 
was Dennis Dunivan
from Walsh.

You Could Be A 
Winner This Month

Tri-State Generation and Transmis-
sion employee Robert Adams pre-
sented “The Story Behind the Switch” 
education program to several area 
schools in the SECPA service terri-
tory. “The Story Behind the Switch” 
is a safety program presented by 
Tri-State in partnership with SECPA, 
explaining how electricity is made 
and its path from the power plant to homes and schools.

Tri-State and the local member system work in partnership 
to bring the program into the classroom, providing the oppor-
tunity for SECPA to emphasize its value to the community. 	
“This program is a great way to connect with the younger gen-
eration and get them interested in the generation of electricity,” 

said Adams, Tri-State relationship manager.
The interactive session features hands-on demonstrations 

using a Van de Graaff generator that creates enough static elec-
tricity to cause a volunteer’s hair to stand on end, a plasma ball 
to demonstrate the power of electricity and samples of coal, 
power line sections and safety clothing worn by linemen.

The Story 
Behind 
the Switch

SUMMER HOURS IN EFFECT
Monday through Thursday
7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY
Offices are closed Monday, 
May 25, 2015
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S
SECPA 2016 Photo Calendar Contest
Fill out your entry form today and submit your photo
SECPA invites you to send in your photos taken within SECPA’s 
territory and reflecting the seasons, people, lifestyle or landscape 
of the area. The winners will be included in the 2016 calendar. 
Please read the following guidelines carefully. The deadline for 
entry is July 1, 2015. If you have questions, please call Jack Wolfe 
or Debbie Howard at 719-384-2551.

1. Only SECPA members, directors and employees are  
eligible.

2. Photos will not be accepted without a completed entry 
form. Cut out the form below and submit with photo or go  
online to www.secpa.com, click on “Our Community” and then 
“Photo Calendar Contest.” Duplicate the form if necessary.

3. Only two photos per person will be accepted. Submit a 
separate entry form for EACH photograph.

4. DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME OR ANY OTHER  
INFORMATION ON THE PHOTOGRAPH.

5. Digital entries preferred. CDs or disks will be accepted. 
Both entries may be put on one CD or disk. It is not necessary 
to send enlargements. See note to digital camera users. Entrants 
may also send entry by email to Debbie Howard at debbieh@
secpa.com.

6. Photos must have horizontal/landscape orientation.
7. DO NOT SUBMIT ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS.  

PHOTOS BECOME THE PROPERTY OF SECPA AND  
WILL NOT BE RETURNED. NO EXCEPTIONS.

8. Deadline: July 1, 2015. Mail to: Southeast Colorado Power 
Association, Attn.: PHOTO CALENDAR CONTEST, P.O.  
Box 521, La Junta, CO 81050. Or email to debbieh@secpa.com. 

Note to digital camera users: Resolution of digital photos 
printed on home printers is too low for commercial printing. 
Minimum resolution is 300 dpi.

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_ ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Best contact phone number:__________________________________________________________________________________

SECPA account number:____________________________________________________________________________________

Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please title your entry, including location. This will appear with your photo if selected:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Limit 2 entries per person. Send a completed form with each entry. Deadline July 1, 2015. Copy or photocopy form for additional entries.  
Mail to: Southeast Colorado Power Association, Attn.: PHOTO CALENDAR CONTEST, P.O. Box 521, La Junta, CO 81050. Or email your  
photos (with a resolution of 300 dpi) to debbieh@secpa.com.

ENTRY FORM — 2016 SECPA PHOTO CALENDAR CONTEST

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 521 • La Junta, CO 81050-0521

LA JUNTA STREET ADDRESS
901 West Third Street • La Junta, CO 81050

LAMAR STREET ADDRESS
3601 S. Main • Lamar, CO 81052

SPRINGFIELD STREET ADDRESS
25107 Highway 160 • Springfield, CO 81073

EADS STREET ADDRESS
303 East 14th • Eads, CO 81036

719-384-2551___ [La Junta]
719-336-3236_ _ [Lamar]
719-523-4566__ [Springfield]

719-438-5591_ _ [Eads]
800-332-8634_ [toll free]
719-384-7320__ [fax]

PHONE

SECPA INFO

Summer is right around the corner. 
Have you changed your home’s air 
filter? Filters get loaded with more 
and more particles as they do their 
job. This actually has the effect of 
making them more efficient, but 
it also increases resistance and re-
duces airflow. Remember to check 
filters once a month. 

Source: EnergySavers.gov

ENERGY TIP
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One of the most dangerous jobs in the 
United States is farming. Among the 
hazards faced by farmers, farm work-
ers and their family members is contact 
with electrical equipment. However, with 
proper planning and safety procedures, 
the risk of having an accident involving 
electricity can be greatly reduced:	

•	 Keep a 10-foot minimum distance 
around power lines — above, below 
and to the side.

•	 Use a spotter when moving machin-
ery around the farm. It can be dif-
ficult to judge how close a piece of 
machinery is from the driver’s seat.

•	 Use caution when handling long 
items, such as irrigation pipe, ladders 
and rods. Coming too close to a 
power line can cause electricity to 
arc, or “jump,” to conducting mate-
rial or objects.

•	 Be aware of increased height when 

loading and transporting tractors on 
trailer beds. Many tractors are now 
equipped with radios and communi-
cations systems with tall antennas that 
could make contact with power lines.

•	 Avoid raising the arms of planters, 
cultivators or truck beds near power 
lines.

•	 Never attempt to raise or move a 
power line to clear a path.

•	 Remember, even nonmetallic materi-
als, such as lumber, tree limbs, tires, 
ropes and hay, will conduct electric-
ity depending on dampness, dust 
and dirt contamination.

Overhead electric wires are not the 
only source of electrical contact that can 
result in a serious incident. Pole guy wires, 
used to stabilize utility poles, are ground-
ed. However, when one of the guy wires 
is broken it can cause an electric current 
disruption. This can make those neutral 

wires anything but harmless. If you hit a 
guy wire and break it, call SECPA to fix it. 
Do not do it yourself. 

If your equipment does come into 
contact with power lines, stay in the cab 
and call for help; SECPA needs to be noti-
fied. If a line lands on the ground, there is 
still potential for the area to be ener-
gized. Warn others who may be nearby 
to stay away and wait until a SECPA 
representative arrives.

If leaving the cab is necessary, as in 
the case of fire, the proper action is to 
jump — not step — with both feet hit-
ting the ground at the same time. Do not 
allow any part of your body to touch the 
equipment and the ground at the same 
time. Hop to safety, keeping both feet 
together as you leave the area. Once you 
get away from the equipment, never at-
tempt to get back on or even touch the 
equipment before the power is shut off. 

Cultivating Safety in Agricultural Practices


