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WWhile it is safe for a bird to sit on an over-
head power line, it is not safe for people 
to be near overhead power lines. So how 
can birds sit on a power line unharmed? 
Safe Electricity reveals insights into the 
“bird on a wire” phenomenon and sepa-
rates fact from fiction.

In order for an electrical charge, or 
electrons, to move from one spot to an-
other, it must be in contact (or sometimes 
close proximity) with conductive mate-
rial that has at least two different points 
of potential. Electrons will move toward 
lower potential. That is why it is said that 
electricity is always looking for a path to 
ground (lower potential).

A bird remains safe because it is sitting 
on a single wire and is at one point of 
contact, and consequently one electrical 
potential. If the bird sitting on this one 
potential was to also make contact with 
another object of different potential, 
that bird would be completing a path to 
ground, causing severe electric shock or 
electrocution. For larger birds with wider 
wingspans, reaching and touching another 
cable is a real hazard. (Jane Mundell acct. 
#1312350000)

BIRDS ON A WIRE
Why don’t they get electrocuted?
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Adding a new building 

 farm?

We care about the safety of  you, your family and farm workers. 
That’s why we urge you to call us before you break ground 

on a new grain bin, barn, or other building.  

Building a structure too close to overhead power lines can create 
an electric shock danger during and after construction. 

power line clearances for your addition. 

Plan ahead for safety!

                       to your

LA JUNTA OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday through Friday  
7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
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